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«BRAZIL. 1 Brazilian Municipalist Seninar. This Seminar is being prepared under . 
the auspices of the Brazilian Association of Municipalities (ABM) to be held in the 
city of Síño Paulo. 

Professor Ives de Oliveira, Vice-President of the Brazilian Association of Muni- 
cipalities has sent us its agenda, which consists of the following topics: 


I. Concept of Municipalismse Philosophical, political, social and human aspects. 

II. The statistics, method of research of municipalism. 

T11. Concept of supermunicipalisn. : 

IV. Municipalism and the modern State: Political and administrative decentrali- 
zation. Decentralization of the Government in three stages: the Municipal- 
ist Republic. 

V. The transfer of the Capital of the Country. The basic problem of Brazil: 
transportation, enerzy and education. The geography of the resions. The 


municipalist concept of life. 


==--"Competitive Contest Teixeira de Freitas". The ABM creates this Contest, which 


E 


consists of three special awards: 


Il. Award Calógeras: "Problems of Municipal Law, Science and Administration"; 
II. Award Mauá: "Municipal Economy and Finance. Taxation. Investments. Budget- 
o inz. Accounting; 

III. Award Euclides da Cunha: Planning in general. Urbanism, works, enterprises 
and services. The "Operation Municipality". 


Each one of these awards shall have its corresponding remuneration in cash and 
the Contest shall be managed and executed by a Technical Cormission composed of 2 
_representatives of the ABM; 2 of the IBGE (Brazilian Institute of Geography and : 
Statistics); and 2 of DASP (Administrative Department of Public Services), in addi- 
tion to the President of the Brazilian Press Association. All of them shall be de- 


signated by their respective organizations. 


----"Order of Municipalist Merit". The ABM has likewise-instituted this order, to 
which national as well as foreign personalities will have a right, who by reason of 
their duties, works performed or outstanding actions may have contributed to the 
development of the Brazilian nunicipalities or to the strengthening of the municipal- 


- ist movement. | | 
| In addition to being registered in a "Special Book", the personalities whose na- 


mes are indicated for this Order, through proposals of the Councils of the ABM, they 


- will have the right to receive a Medal. 
Pp” The ABM may also grant identical distinction, posthumously in character, to the 


- families of great deccascd municipalists. 
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*---Projects of Municipal Banks. The Report of the Economic Committee of the Federal 


Chamber of Deputies was favorable to the bill of” the Deputy from Minas, Mr. Gabriel 
Passos creating the Municipal Banks in Brazil. 


According to Mr. Newton Carneiro, oniy through a more effective economic valori- 
zation, which is what the bill really intends, can man be fixed to the Municipality, 
preventing his flight to the capitals. Recognizing the precariousness of the na- 
tional banking system, principally in the sector of rural credit, and it being in- 
possible to obtain the approval of a bill creating the Rural Bank, the solution 
which the Passos Bill presents is one of the most appropriate for the case. 


Referring to rural credit, Mr. Carneiro reveals that in 1955 the amount of the 
credits granted to the country-man, it was not much in excess of 9 billion Cruzeiros, 
there having been applicd of this total 60% to coffee, cotton and sugar cane, 23% 
to rice, wheat end millet, and the balance to other crops. To give an idea of how 
¿small was the quantity and volume of the contracts with farmers which the Bank of 
Brazil made that year, he pointed out that the total nurber of contracts was 53,811 
of which only 5,000 were with small producers. 


. The following are anong the provisions which this Bill establishes: 


It shall be the exclusive right of these banking entities to use the name of 
Municipal Bank, followcd by the nane of the Municipality to which it pertains, and 
there may only be one bank in each nunicipality. 


It shall not be permitted to create a Municipal Bank or a branch of it in the 
Federal Capital nor in any of the state capitals. 


The branches nay only be opened by means of a license issued by the Superintend- 
ency of Currency and Credit. 


It will not be lawful to transform a Municipal Bank into a state or national 
bank. 

The capital of the Municipal Banks shall be constituted by registered shares, 
and may take part in their management Brazilians or foreigners who do not belong to 
the fiscal or adnministrotive menagenent of other banking entities. 


Nobody may hold nore than 10% of the shares of a Municipal Ponk, and the shares 
in excess of that percentage shall] have no value or right whatever. 
The Municipal Banks shall apply their funds and deposits exclusively to the Mu- 
nicipality in which 1t is situeted, and it will be obligatory to apply the 60% of 
“the deposits of every branch ín the localities in which they may have been collected, 


When operatinz as correspondents or representatives of other banks, the Municipal 
Banks may not accept deposits in their behalf. The simlations in the forms of ex- 
tractions azainst or in favor, or in any other mamer, will justify the annulnent 
of the charter, the liquidation of the Bank and the establishment of criminal pro- 

'cedure against the management, pursuant to the provisions of Article 179 of the Penal 
Code. 
3 The Municipal Banks may only operate in securities of rediscount of the Bank of 
Brazil with securities orizinating from agricultural or.cattle investments, of a 
maximum period of expiration of twelve months. 


R 


The long range investments of the municipal banks, destined to finance municipal 
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public works, tending to improve the local conditions of health, hygiene and work, 
such as water, sewarege, power and streets and roads, may be shared by the Industrial 
Securities of the Bank of Brazil, through an agreement between the two entities. 


A Mmnicipal Bank may only open a branch when its deposits are equivalent to the 
double of its Capital, aná there may be as many branches as the number of times this 
conditional is fulfilled. | 


The municipal coopcratives may create Municipal Banks, contributing with all 
its capital when there are no other banks in the Municipality. 


The municipal banks may place in the narket bonds of the public debt, issue 
shares of private enterprises and issue public loans; however, such activities may 
not go beyond those which are strictly of a banking nature. 


Municipal banks of the sane geographical region may join their resources and in- 
terests, specifically to finance any work of reszioral public interest, with the 
prior authorization of the Superintendency of Currency and Credit. 


In the Municipal Bank, the credit must principally favor the small farner, breed- 
er or industrialist; the artificer, artesan or worker, for the purpose of increasing 
or improving production. 


A11 the banks, state or national, shall be obligated to apply at least 60% of 
their deposits in the nunicipalitics of the interior of the country. The foreign * 
banks are oblizated to apply the totality of their deposits in the municipalitiecs 
where they were collected and those who fail to obey this provision will have their 
licenses cancelled. 


The foreign banks are subject, in the Judament of the national banking system, 
to verify from time to time the real existence in the country of the capital stated 
in the decrec of license for their functioninz and its application. 


In a Sole Paragraph it is established that after the fiscal demands have been li- 
quidated, the profits of the capital of the bank invested in the country may be sent 
abroad, but such AA ed never exceed the limit of 12% of the capital declared, 
even if this is greater. 


C=a---N8ws from the IBAM. Anong the latest Courses organized by the Brazilian Insti- 
tute of Municipal Administration, with the object of obtaining the improvement and 
specialization of municipal officials, are those offered in Mato Grosso, Goias and 
Florianópolis. 

This courses have a duration of two months, and are offercd in collaboration with 

the prefectures, associations of municipalitics, end some times, the respectivo State 

- Governments. 

| Recently the Institute inaugurated in So Paulo a Course on "Municipal Leader- 
ship", which awakened a ¿great deal of interest anong the urbanists of Sío Paulo. 


At the present time the IBAM is in negotistions with the French Government to 
“enter into an agreement whereby France would designate two of its urbanists to give 
under the auspices of the Institute, a series of intensive courses on urbanism in 


: A Braz il > 


1) At its IV Meeting (1953), the CIAM recomnmends the creation of autonomous Munici- 
On 


pal Development Banks to all the govermients and municipalities of America. 
Jemuary, 1951, the £cc. General of IMO, Dr. C.M. Morán, presented to the Presi- 
dent of the National Bank of Cuba "Basic Provisions for the establishment of the 
Municipal Development Bank) approved later on March 9, 1951 by the Congress of 


* — Mayors of Cuba, in Marianao. 
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E. A RICA. san Jose will solve one of the greatest problems of sanitation 
ich it was confronting with the enlargenent of the city, by means of the construc- 


tion of the so-called "Collector of the South", which will extend the severage Sys- 
tems which have existed up to now. 


le This work will cost approximately half a million colones, which is the initia- 
ive of the National Institute of Housing and Plamning (INVU) and which has been 
hailed with great enthusiasr by the Municipality of San Jose. 


The carpaign launched by the INVU regarding the necessity of works of sanitation 
of the city and the advantages of having the financial cooperation of all those who 
will be benefited by the "Collcctor of the South” was highly successful, and in this 
way the work will be financed by the INVU itself, which made, jointly with the Of- 
fice of Planning of the Metropolitan Area, all the studies of the project for its 
execution; the Municipality of San Jose; the University of Costa Rica, in whose Uni- 
versity City the net work shall commence; and the taxpayers owners of lands adjacent 
to the lines of the Collector and its surroundin¿as. 


CUBA. Industrial Cities. The Bank of Economic and Social Development (BANDES), 
has been granted the concession for developins and constructinz industrial zones so 
as to prevent the concentration of industries which is beins observed in some places 
of the Republic, facilitating in this way the decentralization of the nucleous and 
contributing to the diversification of opportunities of work throughout the national 
territory. 


t 


These zones, which will be called "Industrial Cities" must meet the following 


requirenents: 


) To be situated within a radius of 20 kilometers of a seaport with sufficient * 
draught to receive vessels in the forcign trade, which nay have wharves, Ware- 
houses and adequate port facilities, for the docking of such vessels, giving 
. preference, but without limiting then for this reason, to those port zones which 
have maritinme terminals operated or financed by BANDES. 
b)' That they have adequate neans of communication by highways and railroads of 
public use. 
c) That they be outside of the Province of Habana. 
ad) That they be situated within a radius of not over 20 kilometers of a center of 
population with more than 50,000 inhabitants, or that enterprising interests of — . 
recognized solveney obligate themselves to create an industrial center which will 
give permenent employment to 1,000 or more laborers, obligating themselves for 
that purpose to build a residential district for laborers with adequate houses 
; for them, giving sufficient guarantees to that end, to said banking institutions. 
e) To be situated at a distance not greater than 20 kiloncters fron a river with 
abundant water, or other source of water supply of proved sufficiency to justify 
its selection for the supply of water to an Industrial City. 


Within the zones marked for each Industrial City, the necessary land will be 
destined for the creation of its corresponding residential district of laborers which 
will have such services as drainage of rain water, sewerage, streets, roads, side=w 


walks, system for the use of water in case of fires, etc. 
For the purpose of facilitating the creation and developrent of the Industrial 


Cities, fiscal regimes of exception will be established. 


The Inter-Anerican Congress of Municipalities has advocated, through its meet- 
ings, for this kind of urbanizations. 
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GUATEMALA. The Institute of Municipal Development, formerly Department of Mu- 
EA e Me nimencos to function on March 22, 1957, with an autonomous charac- 
, According to information furnished re ] > 
Rodriguez. (Sec the O e ds ai ee e e 
11). AO 
Its specific purposes are "to promote the progress of the municipalities by 

means of lending technical and financial assistance to the Corporations in charge 
of their administration, and cooperating in very different manners in the realiza- 
tion of iunicipal investments, the programs of works and public services and the 
development of the econony and Treasury of the municipalities, for the greater wel- 
fare an advancenent of the tos." 


The National Association of Municipalities and the Monetary Board are represent- 
ed in the Boare of Directors of the IFM ("Instituto de Fomento Municipal"). Its of- 
fices are situated at the Banco de Occidente building. 


Up to June 30th last, the IFM handled applications for credit of 146 municipal- 
ities distributed among the 22 Departments of the Republic. These loans were grant- 
ed to be invested in works and services such as: introduction of potable water; 
drainaze and pavements; construction of markets, slauzhter houses, schools, offices, 
Jails, cemeterics and sanitary units; acquisition of lands; works of electrification, 
acquisition of hydroelectric and diesel electric plants; bridges and roads; works of 
recreation, and the acquisition of equipment, machinery and office furniture and 
fixtures. The total aenount granted in loans, during the semester, was of Q580,902.57. 


In the course of the first senester, the Institute issued a report concerning 
the project of excise taxes submitted to the consideration of the Executive Organi- 
¿.zation by the Municipalities, which is a step in the proceceds imposed by Law. This 
"report has been confincd to the plans proposed by the Municipalities thenselves, but 
in the course of the fiscal year of 1957/58, it is expected that a general study 
will be made of the Tax Systenms of the Municipalities with technical criteria, tend- 
ing to their rationalization and nodernization, on the one part, and coordination 
with the tax structure of thc State, on the other. 


It is the purpose of the Board of Directors of the Institute to make periodic 
visits to the nunicipalities, with the purpose of obtainins information at first 
hand on the problems and matters in connection with the functions which that insti- 
tution must fulfill for their benefit. 


In its plan of basic support, the Institute, based on the estimated sum of its 
available amounts, assigns a quota for granting loans, and arants them in the order 
Of preference as follows: 1st. For works for bringing in water; 2nd. for drainage 
and pavement works; 3rd. for works of electrification; hbth. for slauzhter houses; 
5th. for markets; Óth for schools; 7th. for municipal office buildings; and Oth. for 
any other purpose; indiscrininately, a loan may be granted if and when the Municipal- 
ity nay have paid up the needs of a previous order. The object of the loan may be 
both to pay the cost of the planning of the work as well as its execution. 


The maximun amount that may be granted as a loan to a Municipality, whichever 
may be its category, or the category which this nay have in force in the Institute, 
shall not excecd 460,000. e 

The amount of the loan shall be graduated in conformity with the volume of re- 
sources which the respective Municipality nay accumulate during a period. of 5) years 


coriginatinz fron; 
y a) 50% of the anounts which may assizn annually for investnent in works, in its 
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regular budgets; 

b) the estimated procuct of the tax on gasoline in its favor; and 

€)” or the revenues that thc works for which the loan is requested may be 
susceptible of producing. 


The Board of Directors will revise the quotas mentioned above, at the end of 

every quarter, t ke 3 regi ] ¡ j 4 

a y Yo make the redistribution which may be advisable of said quotas, in 
order not to hinder the prosrams of works of the Municipalities, and it may make 
exceptions to what is established when there are sufficient reasons to do so. In 
all cases, the loan may only be granted when the Municipalities which request then 
hay be reasonably capable of meeting their obligations within the respective period 
and of guarantceina then in an adequate manner. 


The Institute shall lend technical assistance to the Municipalitics for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the Law, and to that end it shall include in the organization of 
its personnel such posts of officers, advicers or employees who can make the perti-. 
nent studies and investigations. The planning of the works may be in charge of 
specialized firms or tecimicians on the basis of fees, who are contracted with a 
knowledge of the interested Municipality, and for its account, totally or partially, 
provided that they cannot be charged to the amounts voted in the General Budset of 
Revenues and Expenditurcs of the State as a percentage to mect the necessities of 
the municipalitics. : 


Finally, the Institute has taken the necessary steps to carry out the provisions 
contained in the Constitution of the Republic, for the development of the investments 
in runicipal public works and services and the establishment of the régime foresegen 
in the Organic Law of the Institute, to the effect that through the latter the in- 
vestment of the subsidies of the State in favor of the Municipalities shall be plan- 
ned and handled. 


PANAMA. Under the titlo "What have we done in Panama in matters of plamifica- 
tion?", Engincer Celso A. Carbonell, who is a menber of the Technical Council of 

the IMO (Inter-American Municipal Organization), has published an interesting arti- 
cle which appeared in the June issue, 1957, of the Magazine of International Engineer- 


inz "CONSTRUCCION". 


Engineer Carbonell points out how the first effort was made in 1956, with the 
creation of the Office of Special Investigations and Planning, within the organiza- 
tion of the Institute of Economic Development, established for taking care, anong 
other things, of the specific problem of the lands which would be restored to Pana- 
ma by the Government of the United States of America, according to the provisions of 
the New Treaty. "The object was to obtain a recommendation with regard to the use 
which the Republic would make of those lands, whose value amounts to over ten nmil- 
lions of dollars. However, the destination of those lands cannot be known until a 
“Master Plan is prepared which contemplates the development of the city, and two 
(which is the entire force of said office), can never by themselves suffice to carry 
through a work of such a size. 1t is necessary -he affirms- that this office be pro» 
perly equipped, in order that it may prepare not only plans for the city, but also 
“regional plans covering the entire extension of the Republic." 


He nmentions the Office of Planning, recently created in the Presidency of the 
"Republic, the nature of the work of which has never been published, it being known 
only by a group of persons. 

hs "In the field of rural housing and planning", he continues to report, "it has 
been possible to cormence successfully one of the prograns of the greatest attrac- 
tion for the country-nman, the one about rural housing. This office, headed by Ar- 
“chitect Hugo Navarro, cornmenced its work scarcely three years azo, in an experimental 
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Sl in the forn of a study on the "materials and methods of construction of the 
tropical rural housing”, patronized by the Pan American Union. At the present tine 
it has ceased to be a prozram of housing in its entirety, to include aspects of 1il- 
ral planning in the form of rural nueleus of population. Work is being done at pre- 
sent for the formation of such rural and semi-rural nucleus in only three of the 
nine provinces which constitute the Republic of Panama." 


In this article, Engineer Carbonel1, upon advocating for intermunicipal coopera- 
tion as a neans of solving the problems of planning, states "The first step, the 
Wo y 1 sec it, is that of intermunicipal cooperation, so as to pernit the co-ordina- 
tion of efforts and nake effective the planning in urban, regional and national 
scales. In order to obtain that coordination it will be necessary to carry out in- 
tensive campaizns of divulration concerning the principles, objectives and extent 
of the science of intezral plaming. 

"The second step pertains to the development of the legislation necessary to 
establish, on solid foundations, the plaming organisms so as to guarantee to the 
municipal authorities, the preparation and actualization of the plans of developrent 
and create the necessary instruments, such as ordinances, regulations and codes of 
zonification, urbanization, construction, housing, sanitation, and others. 

"The third step is to obtain that the nunicipalities of America stimulate ad 
rTecognize the process of plaming as an administrative function and of coordination 
between the exccutive and legzislative powers, both national and municipal, it being 
understood that in order that the planning be effective, it must include, as part 
of a continuous process, the social, econonic, administrative, physical and geogra” 
phical aspects of the development. (See "Boletín", Nov.-Dic., 1956, p. 6-7). 


"Finally, the orzanization of federations of municipalities for the purpose of 
cooperating among thenselves when the problens that confront then are similar and 
equire the use of equal or sinilar solutions. 


"When we come to that stage, our countries may possibly obtain in their develop- 
ment an impulse never suspected by those of us who are now interested in the problen 
of planning." 


NOTE: We have available a certain number of copies of this article -a courtesy of 
the nagazine- sent by the author. We will be pleased to forward them to the 
readers who are interested in obtaining then. 


PERU. Upon initiative of the Mayor of Arequipa, Mr. Ulrich Neisser, the First 
Convention of Mayors of the Department of Arequipa was held in said City in July of 
1957, a resolution having been adopted to continue holding these Conventions every 
two years in the Capital of the Department, notifying this fact to the Provincial 
¡Mayors of the Departnents of the South, Center and North of the Republic, suggest- 
ing to then that, at the tine they consider it opportune, they call the respective 
Conventions of Mayors, in order to surmon later a National Convention which will 
study the problems of the municipal institution in Peru. 


The Agenda of this Convention was ample, and at the same resolutions were adopt- 
ed concerninsz Municipal Reforrm, Municipal Autononmy, Municipal Treasure, Municipal 
Planninsz, Econonic Promotion, Fund of Economic Development, Problen of Housing, Prob=. 
lem of Subsistence, Internal Administrative Regine and Municipal Accounting, Munici- 
pal Statistics, Municipal Associations, Alcoholism, Cultural and Sport Activitics, 
Municipal Contracting, and others of a diverse character. 


As regards Municipal Reform, it was resolved to request of the Legislative Power 
the repeal of the constitutional provision which creates Departnental Councils, and 
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which, althouzh they have never functioned, are considered to be a danger for the 
autonony for the Provincial aná District Councils. 


Mo, 30s CASOS a the Municipal Councils are apolitical organizations in their 
ns, W ose cormonents must abstain from nixing their political activities with 

facts and actions of a political shade, so as to prevent the failure of the principle 

of true municipal autonory, which must be reflected, not only in its creation and 

origin, but amply in its functions, being of the opinion that'*the Municipal Councils 

e declare themselves autonomous in the management of thejr revenues and proper- 

As regards Municipal Elcctions, it was declared that it is the exclusive rizht 

of the towns of Peru to carry out the election of their Councils, thereby maintain- 

ing their constitutional orizin and proclaining the absolute autonomy as a Local 

Govermient. 

With respect to the economic aspect, it was resolved to ask that the funds of 
economic development be distributed to the Districts according to the number of 
their inhabitants and the irmportance of the works to be carried out. It is consi- 
dered that these funds nust be administered without any political subordination 
whatever, inasrmuch as they are protected by a Law vindicative of the rights of the 
Provinces and Districts, for their improvenent. 


Á recommendation was made to the Provincial Council of Arequipa to create, ex- 
perimentally in character, of e fund of Pro-Housing Savings, using the modality of 
drawing lots wiich would give a rizht to the favored person of acquirinz a house, 
in accordance with his needs, in lorz tern payment in the form "Purchage-Rent", con- 
vertinz the non-beneficiaries in bondholders. This would have a double finality: 
promotion of savinss and solution of the housing problen. 


In connection with Culture, it was resolved to ask for the suppresion of taxes 
'on books of culture in general, the progressive editing of classic works by national 
authors; to recommend the officialization of the use of hooks of urbanity in the pri- 
mary schools of the country and the creation of public librarics; fonmentation and 
development of associations of a cultural character and patronizing the intellectual 
activities and artistic activities which elevate the collective spirit. It was fur- 
ther resolved that the Council promote, within their respective jurisdictions, the 
national carpaign of alphabetization. 


It was likewise resolved at this Convention to endeavor to obtain the enactrent 
of a law establishing the Peruvian National Association of Municipalities, whose 
aim be maintain and promote intermunicipal collaboration to maintain unharned ¡ts 
constitutional prerrozative of autonomy and tend toward its intangibility and 
strength, establishinz a Technical Departrent at the service of all the Municipal- 
ities, in order to advisc then in their administrative and economic problens. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Expansion in the fiscal field. According to the opi- 


pa 


nion expressed in an article by Mr. Walter W. Heller, in the magazine "Municipal 
Finance", of August, 1957, the local and state governments are in process of a ¡¿reat 
expansion in the fiscal fiel. A long time azo, the expenses of both governments 
represented four-fifths of all ¿overmmental expenses. 

> Durinz the depression and the Second World War, the state and local expenses de- 
ereased to one-fifth of the total. Today, however, they represent one-third of that 
total, and the indications are that the increase of urbanization, the expansion of 
sducational needs and the extension of government services will continue to incrcase 
ho needs of cueh expenses. 
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Due to the tendency in governmental disbursenents, the state and local zovern- 
ments are facing one of the most intricate problenms: to confront the denmand of ob- 
taining more and more revenues, depending on the Federal Government for economic 
aid, but retaining the dominion and control over the state and local programs. There- 
fore, said government units must reorganize their present programs which produco 
revenues and seeks new sources of revenues. Otherwise, the Federal Government will 
assume the responsibility of the State and local programs by means of fiscal subsi- 
dies. 

Mr. Heller thinks that the following program of eigth points could help in the 
strengthening of State-Local Finances; 


1) To revise and reform the property tax 

2) Explore alternative local taxes and new nethods of administerins then. 

3) Improve state-local financial manasenent. 

1) Put the superior credit rating and lower interest rates of the state zovern- 
ments at the disposal of the smaller local sovernments throuzh programs for 
state purchase or guarantee of their bond issues. 

5) Install modern collection techniques. 

6) Renove other nan-made barriers to an intelligent state-local tax systern. 

7) To elininate unnecessary taxing units. 

8) To revise state and local tax structures in the interests of equity and eco- 
nomic ¡¿rowth. 

The national government could help to the fiscal programs, both state and local 


1) Maintaining a briskly expandinz, fully ernployed, noninflationary econony. 

2) That the President and Congress carmark part of the revenue bounty of eco- 
nonic growth for tex reductions or tax sharing rather than expenditure in- 
creases. 

3) That the federal goverment put its fiscal relationships with state and lo- 
cal zovernnents on a sound basis of constructive cooperation. 

Municipal Development in Kentucky. The President of the League of Municipali.- 
ties of the State of Kentucky, Mr. Andrew Broaddus, in his report to the XXVIII “An- 
nual Conference of the League, held from the 24th to the 26th of September, 1957, at 
Cumberland Falls, enphasized the necessity of greater autononmy, which will pernmit 
municipal officials to manage the local problems as they arise. He likewise urged 
the cities to maintain thenselves in a united front and discuss the problems of the 
municipality with their representatives in Congress and in the State Assembly, so 
that they may be in a position to vote inteligzentiy on all matters of urban interest. 


Four speakers discussed the subject: "The Legislative Ills of the Cities". The 
Lieutenant Governor Harry Lee Waterfield opened the discussion with a magnificent 
speech which reflected his interest for the cities and the knowledge of the problens 
E EsSo,, Sone of the points discussed by him are quoted below, due to their impor- 
tance: 

"Our suburban developments reflect that of the Nation, and they bring with then 
the same problen." Kentucky is in the midst of a rather drastic population redistri- 
bution. Many cities must be prepared to handle a considerable influx of people.". 


"Kentucky is undertakingz a tremendous road building program. This will cover 
not only the interstate system but the whole cormplex of farm to market and secondary 
- roads in the Cormonwealth. Unless I em nistaken this development will accentuate 


the economic terpo. 


"We must not overlook the fact that recent economic developments bring problens 
to our cities and conmplicate already existing problens. They are problems relating 


TD Taken from "The Kentucky City Bulletin", Vol. III, No, 9, September, 1957. 
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! les] 
suburbs. There are problens of traffic control, health protection, sewase disposal, 
e en: : . 

sarbage collection, slur clearance and housing, law enforcement and juvenile delin- 
quency, recreation facilities, street construction and maintenance, and taxation and 
finance. These growing difficulties have led us to exanine the purposes of z¿overn- 
ment, both state and local." 


to planning and zoning, city-=county relations, especially where there are growing 


"I believe that we in Kentucky have failed to come to zrips with one basic gov- 
ernment problem involving two questions: 1) what can the State Government do' to 
renmove unnecessary restrictions on local government? and 2) what can the different 
Jevels of govermient do to carry out efficiently the programs which in in their very 
nature must be cooperative. Our Constitution is a determining factor in restrict- 
ing govermments, but not as restrictive as we night think at the first «lance. Ci- 
ties can be given broad authorizations rather than detailed specifications. Our 
statutes are full of umnecessary details. In meny instances responsibility would 
be fixcd better by broadly authorizing the cities to carry out functions and giving 
then the financial resources to do so. Then there would be no buck passing. Then 
the local citizens could call for an accounting. 


"I feel decply that the tinc is ripe for more cooperation between the State and 

the local governnments. This cooperation in the past has been on a pieceneal basis 
through departnments carrying out their particular functions. I hope we can insti- 
tute an overall pattern of cooperation. 


"In this connection we are considering a systen similar to Tennessee. Under 
that systen a battery of experts assists cities with their technical problens. Sone- 
times there is a necd for a lawyer's lawyer, an engincer's engineer, who can bring 
not only technical knowledee but wider experience in cities to bear on all your prob- 
lems." 1 sincerely belicve that, due to the nature of our changing society, Kentucky 
cities will play a more and more important role. Their problens and their failuros 
no longer can be ignored. We should remove all barricades to their developments. 

The success of our citics will measure the success of the entire Cormmonwealth". 


"Circumstances sooncr or later are going to force us to give long and basic con- 
sideration to state-city relations. We are going to have to define clearly the pro- 
per functions of Kentucky cities, the financial resources needed, the degree of state 
aid and supervision, the optimum level of local autonomy." 


Ce---News from "AMA". The American Municipal Association held ¿its XXXIV Annual Con- 
ference in San Francisco, California, fronm Decenber 1 to December l of this year, 
with a program devotcd to the great social and cultural responsibilities which the 
local governments heve with respect to their cities. 

5 The Inter-American Municipal Organization (IMO) sent a cable regretting that it 
“Was unable to attend said Conference end expressing the wishes for its success, and 
“at the sane tine inviting its attendants to take part in the forthconing VII Mecting 
Of the CIAM (Inter-American Congress of Municipalities) in Rio de Janeiro, in Noven- 
ber, 1959. 


KS 


Regarding the decisions and resolutions adopted by this Conference entitled "Hu- 
man needs in the changing city", wich is the successor of the theme of the 1956 Con- 
ference entitled "The City of tomorrow", we will give information in the ntext issue 
of "Tie Municipal Digest of the Americas". 


¿===-The President of AMA, The Hon. Ben West, Mayor of Nashville, Tennessee, in a lot- 
“ter to Governor Stratton, of Illinois, susgested that the municipal interests should 
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be represented dircetiy on the Federal-State Task Force recommended by President 
Aigsenhower to reappraisc the responsibilitics and tex resources of the nations lo- 
cal, state and federal covernnent. 


NES considers that such participation seemed appropriate in view of the 
A s cmphasis on urban problems and his specific references to the current 
federal programs affecting the nations cities which he felt should bey to a large 
part, assumed by the respective states, 


=--- During the discussions of the Senate Housin;: Sub-Committee, Mayor” Ben West of 
Nashville keynoted the AMA position with a thoughtful statement. Among other things 
Mayor West pointed out: "We cannot make sound local plans for highways, public fa- 
cilities, long range finances and dozens of other local activities that are ¿earcd 
to urban renewal if we must operate with a *'stop and got national program. There 
must be an element of prodictability." 


Later on July 12, 1957, President Eisenhower reluctantly signed the Housing Act 
of 1957 into Public Law 10e. In his statement on the bill, the President declared 
that the measure containcd a number of "very serious defects". His greatest con- 
cern was that the Act provided new budgetary authority "greatly in excess of the 
'amounts which have been requested”. 


Among the most irmportant provisions of this Law are the following: 


"Increased present capital grant authorization for urban renewal by an additional 
$350 million for one year. 


"Increased maximum amount of capital grants for urban renewal which may be made 
to any one state from ten to twelve and onehalf per cent. 


"Liberalizcd income requirements for familics applyinz for public housing. 


"Liberalizcd down payment requirements for sales housing under the FHA programs. 
Down payments requircd were reduced to three per cent of the first ten thousand, 
Tifteen percent of the next six thousand and thirty per cent of the excess. Pre- 
vious legislation requircd a down payment of Eye per cent of the first nine thou- 
sand and twenty-five per cent of the excess." 1); 


News frorn the"U.S. Conference of Mayors". This association held its Annual Con- 


PP A PX A A 


Among others the following resolutions were approved: 


That the continuation and expansion of Federal financial assistance to local re- 

development programs under Title 1 of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended, is essen- 

tial if American cities are to achieve the physical environment necessary for their 

essential functions in an era of full employment, increasing productivity and cxpand- 

ing urban population. 

To favor the indefinite continuance of a federal program, such as that enbodica : 

in the Federal Airport Act, providing for the making of federal zrants to local pub- 

lic agencies in aid of the construction, improvement, betternent and modernization of 

civil airports. : 

To restate its complete support of the present Federal Highway Program. 

To endorse H.R. 7576 and urge its early passa¡e by the U.S. Senate, and to urge 

cities to take the action to increase their capability to function during an encrgen- 

y caused by a natural disaster or enemy attack. 

To strongly urge the early enactment in the next session of Congress of H.R.6745 
. : ES OS > "e di1ancenenta with 
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In this way, we sce that the plan for 1957 was prepared as follows: 

dede First, Second and Third Years will attend together, developinz at said op- 
por unity, themes relating to Mythology, commencing from the constellations which 
are visible from Montevideo. 

Those of the Fourth Year will attend at a session on the Rotation of the Earth. 

Those of the Fifth Ycar will attend a session at which thé Translation of the 
Earth and its principal consequences will be treated. 

Those of the Sixth Ycar may attend twice during the year to develop the thenes 


n 
8 of the Seasons" at the first one, and "Phases of the Moon" at the second 
Wisit. 


It likewise concerns itself with the transportation for the Schools who cannoú 
attend by their own ncans. | 


Neither docs it forget to orientate the taste of the public for good music, and 
therefore it offers programs of select music during the intervals of the sessions. 


Let us hope that the work developed by the Municipality of Montevideo will be 
imitated, for which we congratulate its authorities and offíicials, and especially 
the person who inspired it and promoter, Engineer-Architect Juan A. Scasso, who put 
it in practice during his incurbency as Director of Public Promenades of the Muni- 
cipality. ñ 


Montevideo collective transportation and urban turnpikes. With the suszgestive 
Professor, Engineer Julio C. Roig, of the University of Montevideo, delivered two 
interesting Lcctures at the Association of Engineers of Uruguay, Wich were publish- 
ed by "Revista de Ingenicría" in 1957, and which we have received throuzh the courte- 
y of the author. 


Both Lectures were exbodicd under the title: "Problems of Traffic in Great Ci- 
ties", the first work referring to the studies effccted by the Municipality of Mon- 
tevideo by a Special Advisory Commission for the project of the Collective Transpor- 
tation Networks, of which the author was a member in representation of the Faculty 
of Engineering and Survey of Montevideo, and which acted during the period fron 
August 1955, to February 1956. In the second work he offers the general layout of 
the problen at the Advisory Cormission of the Master Plan of Montevideo of which the 
author is a menber, basing himself on previous stucies made by the runicipal organi- 
'zation, coordinated in accordance with a theory elaborated taking into considera- 
tion the particular case of said Capital. 


A 


£ 
The informative material of our publications may be consulted at the Specialized 
“Library of the CPCI, which receives it as courtesy of different institutions and 


private individuals. 
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